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Clete’s leadership has been foundational in shaping laws and policies at the
intersection of technology and security that he now helps clients navigate.  His
leadership has grown from a unique combination of senior roles – on Capitol
Hill, in the national security and intelligence communities, in the regulatory
arena, in the Executive Branch, and in the private sector.

Based on his experiences as an Army logistics officer in Korea and Germany
and as an export controls and international trade lawyer in the years before
and after 9/11, Clete believes that efficient and mutually beneficial teamwork
between government and industry is the key imperative in defending against
the sophisticated transnational threats of the 21st century.  This principle
guides his advocacy on behalf of clients facing these threats.

Clete’s expertise in cybersecurity policy developed through his work as
Senator John D. Rockefeller IV’s counsel on the Senate Intelligence
Committee, defending against illicit networks of all kinds – financial, terrorist,
proliferation, and cyber.  As a deep believer in improving government-industry
partnership, Clete was the primary staff drafter of the legislation that codified
the National Institute of Standards and Technology’s collaborative process
through which industry developed and updates the Cybersecurity Framework.

As the FCC’s first Chief Counsel for Cybersecurity, Clete focused on creating
new legal mechanisms for government collaboration with private sector
stakeholders to improve the security of communications infrastructure.  Clete
last served in government as Secretary Penny Pritzker’s Senior Adviser for
Cybersecurity and Technology at the U.S. Department of Commerce, where he
was the Department’s staff representative for National Security Council
deliberations on cybersecurity, encryption, and other issues emerging at the
nexus of digital business and international security.

Honors

Senior Fellow, Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS) Technologies
Program
Recognized in Best Lawyers for Privacy and Data Security Law (2025)
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Publications

“Announcing a Series of Papers on the National Security Imperative of
Commercial Licensed Spectrum for 5G,” CSIS (June 2023).
“The Strategic Imperative of U.S. Leadership in Next-Generation Networks,”
CSIS (January 2023).
“Stuck on the Runway: The Damage to Core U.S. Strategic Interests from an
Unwarranted Delay to 5G,” CSIS (January 2022).
“Accelerating 5G in the United States,” CSIS (March 2021).
“Criteria for Security and Trust in Telecommunications Networks and Services,”
CSIS (May 2020).

Speeches and Presentations

Hill Testimonies

Hearing on Defending America’s Wireless Leadership, House Committee on
Energy & Commerce (March 10, 2023).
Hearing on Telecommunications, Global Competitiveness, and National
Security, House Committee on Energy & Commerce (May 16, 2018).

Pro Bono and Volunteer Projects

2022 Capital Pro Bono Honor Roll Recipient

https://www.csis.org/blogs/announcing-series-papers-national-security-imperative-commercial-licensed-spectrum-5g
https://www.csis.org/blogs/announcing-series-papers-national-security-imperative-commercial-licensed-spectrum-5g
https://www.csis.org/analysis/strategic-imperative-us-leadership-next-generation-networks
https://www.csis.org/analysis/stuck-runway-damage-core-us-strategic-interests-unwarranted-delay-5g
https://www.csis.org/analysis/stuck-runway-damage-core-us-strategic-interests-unwarranted-delay-5g
https://www.csis.org/analysis/accelerating-5g-united-states
https://www.csis.org/analysis/criteria-security-and-trust-telecommunications-networks-and-services
https://d1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net/3_10_23_Testimony_Johnson_659090bedb.pdf?updated_at=2023-03-09T18:56:07.926Z
https://www.congress.gov/115/meeting/house/108301/witnesses/HHRG-115-IF16-Wstate-JohnsonC-20180516-U31.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/meeting/house/108301/witnesses/HHRG-115-IF16-Wstate-JohnsonC-20180516-U31.pdf

